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Week 6
KEY #6 - God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving.

2 COR 9:10-11

What material blessings has God given you?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think God gave you these things? (Give reasons for at least 5 of them)
1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God comes right out and tells us why he gives us more money than we need.  It’s not so we can indulge ourselves and spoil our children.  It’s so we can give generously.

In what ways have your indulged yourself over the last year? (Be specific)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you feel about this indulgence?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what ways have you been generous?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ECC 2:10

Surely there is a point when, as his stewards, we cross the line of reasonable expenses?  

What do you think that line is for you?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you crossed it? In what ways?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would it take for you (from a practical and heart point of view) to move away from the line?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 COR 4:2
We’re called God’s servants, and we’re told it’s required of us that we “prove faithful”.  We are, one could say, God’s errand boys and delivery girls.  And that is what you should keep in mind when you set your salary.

Let’s not over estimate our value.  We don’t own the store. We just work here!

Have you been living as a store owner or worker?  Why do you say so?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 COR 8:14-15

Would you say you are on the plenty or the want side of the scale at this time of your life?

________________________________________________________________________

Why would you say so?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you are on the plenty side, in what way do you think you can be more generous to others?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who specifically would you like to help?

________________________________________________________________________

In what way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PROV 30:8-9

God entrusts us with money, not to build our kingdom on earth, but to build His Kingdom in heaven.

· Pray that God will help you to continually develop that kind of heart.


One day during 1588, Alfred Nobel (a Swedish Chemist who made his fortune by investing and producing dynamite…) dropped the newspaper and put his head in his hands.  His brother Ludvig had recently died in France. But it wasn’t his brother’s obituary in the Newspaper. It was His.  The headline read: “The merchant of death is dead” His obituary described a man who had gotten rich by helping people kill one another.

Shaken by this appraisal of his life, Nobel resolved to use his wealth to change his legacy.  When he died eight years later, he left more than $9 million to fund awards for people who work benefited humanity.  The awards became known as the Nobel Prizes.
Try to imagine the moment five minutes after you die.  What would you wish you would have given away while you still had the chance? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why not give it away now?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Put yourself in Alfred Nobel’s shoes. 

· Find a piece of paper and a pen.

· Sit down; think about it; then write your own obituary.

Make a list of what you would want to be remembered for.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does that compare to what you would be remembered for if you died today?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ROMANS 12:6-8

It’s increasingly common for Christians to ask one another the tough questions:

· How is your marriage?

· Have you been spending time in the word?

· How are you doing in terms of sexual purity?

· Have you been sharing your faith?

How often do you ask these questions?

· “How much are you giving to the Lord?” OR

· “Have you been robbing God?” OR

· “Are you winning the battle against materialism?”

Get with your discipling partner this week and ask each other these questions.

HEB 10:24

In what way do you think you can spur others on in terms of giving?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what way can others spur you on?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read:

2 COR 8:7-8

MATT 6:1

MATT 5:16

1 CHRON 29:6-9

In what way do you think you can embody the scriptures above?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ESTHER 4:14

What do you think God has given you for such a time as this and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think it would mean for you to become a giving warrior?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ask __________________________ to help you become a giving warrior and to keep you accountable.

Take out the next 2 or 3 days to pray about an amount that you can live on. (Including some savings and Investments)

Why can you not give the rest to God?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
