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Week 4
KEY #5 - Giving is the only antidote to materialism.
1 TIM 6:17-19
Paul commands us to:
1. Put our HOPE in God.
2. Be rich in good deeds.
3. Be generous – willing to share.
Why?  Because God does not exist for me.  I exist for him.  His money has a higher purpose than my influence.
Paul commanded them to not “put their hope in wealth.”
Have you been putting your hope in wealth?  If so, in what way have you been doing it?  If not, why not?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“…put their hope in God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment”
Name the things that God has provided you for your enjoyment:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 PETER 3:10

How do you feel about the fact that everything you own will be destroyed and why do you feel that way? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Command them to be generous and willing to share”
What do you perceive as ‘generous and willing to share’?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who do you know that is very generous?  Why do you say so?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what way would you like to be more like that (generous)?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan to do so?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to Start Giving:
LEV 27:30

What is 10% of your total income?
________________________________________________________________________
MAL 3:8-10
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse…”
Do you give God the whole tithe every month, some months or most months?  Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
It is unhealthy to view tithing as a place to stop, but it can still be a good place to start.  Tithing isn’t the ceiling of giving; it’s the floor.  It’s not the finish line of giving; it’s just the starting blocks.
Tithes can be the training wheels to launch us into the mind-set, skills and habits of giving.
How have you viewed tithing over the last couple of years, the starting line or the finishing line?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read:

DEUT 16:10

DEUT 16:16-17

What do you think would be a good amount for you to give in proportion to your income?

________________________________________________________________________

What would you like to be giving by:

2008? _________________________________________________________________
2009? _________________________________________________________________
2010? _________________________________________________________________
2015? _________________________________________________________________

2020? _________________________________________________________________

MAL 3:10

What do you think would be a good, reasonable, faithful test for you in giving?  What amount will test your heart and your faith?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When would you like to start this test?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HAGGAI 1:9-11
Do you have debt?

________________________________________________________________________

What are your debts? (What they are and exact amounts)
Debt 1 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 2 ______________________________________  R ________________________
Debt 3 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 4 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 5 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 6 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 7 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 8 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 9 ______________________________________  R ________________________

Debt 10______________________________________  R ________________________

How does you debt compare to your giving?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your plan to clear your debt?
	Debt
	Plan to Clear

	1.
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People often say “I can’t afford to tithe.” And it is by no means easy to give, 
but …
· It’s much easier to live on 90% or 50% or 10% of your income inside the will of God.  Than what it is to live on 100% outside of His Will.
Have you ever felt or said that it is not easy to tithe?

________________________________________________________________________

How true do you think this is for you and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

