The Treasure Principle
15

Week 3
KEY #2 - My heart always goes where I put God’s money
MATT 6:19-21
Jesus is saying: “Show me your cheque book, your credit card statement, and your receipts, and I’ll show you where your heart is”
Take out all your credit cards, cheque accounts, savings accounts, and investment accounts

Write out what you spend on what, percentage wise:
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What do you learn about your heart from this?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Share this with  __________________________________________(name)  this week.

As surely as the compass needle follows north, your heart will follow your treasure

· Money leads; hearts follow

Name three areas where you would like to allocate more of your money and why?

Area 1: _________________________________________________________________

Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Area 2: _________________________________________________________________

Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Area 3: _________________________________________________________________

Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God wants people so filled with a vision for eternity that they wouldn’t even dream of NOT investing their money, time, and prayers where it will matter most.

Where do you envision your Bible Talk being in:
6 months?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Year?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 Years?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10 Years?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do you envision the church being in:

1 Year?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 Years?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10 Years?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What are some treasures that you could cut out of your budget and how could you go about doing that?
Treasure 1: ______________________________________________________________

How?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Treasure 2: _____________________________________________________________

How?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Treasure 3: _____________________________________________________________

How?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Treasure 4: _____________________________________________________________

How?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ask ______________________________ what treasures they think you can cut out.

Ask  ______________________________to keep you accountable on these decisions. 
KEY #3 - Heaven, not earth, is my home

LUKE 12:15
The bible is very clear that our possessions will get us nowhere

Why then is it so hard to give?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some roadblocks to you giving generously to God and others?

1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How can you overcome these roadblocks?
1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read:
HEB 11:13

2 COR 5:20

HEB 11:16

Where do you think your home is and why? (not what you are supposed to think, but what do you really think as you look at the way that you spend your money, time and energy?)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now remember that Jesus is a builder by trade.  He’s omniscient and omnipotent, qualities that come in handy on a building project. 

What do you think the home that he has been building for us for the last 2000 years would look like?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been to a junk yard where stuff just gets dumped?

· That is what the end of time is going to look like.
Schedule a time in the next 3 weeks to go to a junk yard for a time of prayer with another disciple.  Make the main focus of your prayer that God will continue to help you know, understand and realize that heaven is your home and not earth.
Who are you going to go with?

________________________________________________________________________

When?
________________________________________________________________________
What did you learn from the experience?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
KEY#4 - I should live not for the dot but for the line.
MARK 10:17-26
Our lives have two phases:
1. A dot.
2. A line extending out from that dot.


THE DOT



THE LINE

Life on Earth



Life in Heaven

The rich young ruler focused on the dot instead of the line.

Where do you tend to focus, the dot or the line?  And why do you say so?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Schedule some time to go and pray on the beach with someone.  

Make a dot in the sand and walk away from it praying (for at least 15 minutes) about eternity and that God will give you the strength, courage, faith and clarity of mind to live for the line and not for the dot.
Who are you going to go with?
________________________________________________________________________
When?

________________________________________________________________________

What did you learn from the experience?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you find tough for you to give up from a material point of view and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We have no choice but to part with our possessions at the end of our lives.  But we do have a choice whether to part with it now.  

Which of your possessions would you like to hang onto until the day you die and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you like to part with before you die and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your practical plan in parting with these things? (Be specific:  How, where and when?)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 JOHN 2:15-17

We live in a “modern day plague of materialism”

Where and how do you see materialism in our world?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think this makes God feel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where and how do you see materialism in your own life?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some of the wealthiest people of their day said:

“The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it” 
W H Vanderbilt

“I am the most miserable man on earth” John Jacob Astor

“I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness” John D Rockefeller

“Millionaires seldom smile” Andrew Carnegie

“I was happier when doing a mechanic’s job” Henry Ford

What do you tend to talk about more: What the wealthy have and do or how impressive it is when someone lives a godly life?

________________________________________________________________________

Why do you do that?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Like the Rich Young Ruler, we think we own our possessions, but often it is our possessions that own us.

Which of your possessions has gotten a hold of your heart? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you say so? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think it is time to get rid of them? Why or Why not? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are you currently doing to overcome materialism in your life? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nothing makes a journey more difficult than a heavy backpack filled with nice but unnecessary things.  Pilgrims travel light!!

Take out some time during the next week, to go and pray with a back pack filled with bricks.
What did you learn from your experience?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ECC 5:10-15

In what way are possessions complicating your life?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can you undo this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On what do you think you need to spend less time in your life and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan on doing this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On what do you need to spend more time and why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you plan on doing that?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ECC 2:10

“I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure”  

What have you not denied yourself which, in retrospect, think you should be denying yourself and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GALATIANS 2:10

In what way can you focus more of your attention on ‘food for the hungry’ and ‘clothes for the poor’? (Be specific and practical).
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what way can you focus more of your attention on funding church work? (Be specific and practical)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 TIM 5:8





We need to feed, clothe, house and transport our families…


But when the basics are taken care of, why shouldn’t the rest go towards treasures in heaven?





Set up a God honouring budget for your basic needs, eg:











