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Week 2
KEY #1 - God owns everything.  I am merely his money manager

Read:
JOB 41:11
PSALM 24:1

HAGGAI 2:8

DEUT 8:18

1 COR 6:19-20
God was and still is the owner of everything.  

As people around you look at everything you have, what would they say you (instead of God) own and why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would they say God owns and why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ask another disciple who knows you well during this week how they would answer the above two questions looking at your life.  Write down what they said:

You own:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God owns:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A steward manages assets for the owner’s benefit.

· He carries no sense of entitlement to the assets that he manages.

· It’s merely his job to find out what the owner wants done with his assets and then carry out the owner’s will.

Make a list of the 10 most important things that you own:

1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________________________

7. __________________________________________________________________

8. __________________________________________________________________

9. __________________________________________________________________

10. __________________________________________________________________

How do you think God would want you to use each of the above?
1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________________________

7. __________________________________________________________________

8. __________________________________________________________________

9. __________________________________________________________________

10. __________________________________________________________________

Whenever we think like owners, it’s a red flag
Where do you currently see some big red flags in your life and why do you say so?

1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat…. So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God” (Romans 14:10,12)

Your name is on God’s account.  And you have unrestricted access to it.  This is a privilege that is subject to abuse.

As his money managers, God trust you to set your own salary.  You have to draw needed funds from his wealth to pay your living expenses.

One of our central spiritual decisions is determining what is a reasonable amount to live on.

What do you think would be a reasonable amount for you to live on and why?

R__________________Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 COR 9:7
How do you feel about giving?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you feel that way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you don’t feel great about giving, what do you think needs to happen for you to become a cheerful giver?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 COR 8:1-4
“Severe trial”, “overflowing joy”, “extreme poverty”, “rich generosity” (vs 2)
Giving isn’t a luxury of the rich.  It’s a privilege of the poor.  These impoverished Christians found no greater joy than giving
How does your situation compare to theirs?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“privilege” 

Vs 4 says that they considered it a privilege.
Although they were dirt-poor, they came up with every reason they could to give.  As a matter of fact, they begged for the privilege of giving! 

Do you view giving as a privilege?

________________________________________________________________________

Why do you view it that way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what way have you been justifying yourself to not give?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

During the week, ask another disciple to pray for you about his.  

Who did you ask and why did you specifically ask them?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read:

EXODUS 36:5-7
1 CHRON 29:14

What do you notice about their giving?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What will it take for you to get to this point?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can you get your heart there?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read:

2 COR 9:15

2 COR 8:1+9

How do you feel about your salvation?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you feel about forgiveness of sin?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does your giving compare to this and why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The more things we own – the greater their total mass.  The more they grip us, setting us in orbit around them and suck us in like a black hole.

In what way is money or things busy sucking you in?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can you overcome this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


During this week ask someone for help / advice on this.
Who did you ask?

_______________________________________________________________________

What advice did they give you?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the movie Chariots of Fire, Olympian Eric Liddell said, “I believe God made me for a purpose…and when I run, I feel his pleasure”

What do you feel you would have to give to feel God’s pleasure and why?

Amount___________________________Why?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NUM 18:8-32
As disciples, we should love our ministers and support them financially (Galatians 6:6).  But first and foremost we give to God (2 Corinthians 8:5)

Have you been feeling that you have been giving contribution to the church or to God? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ISAIAH 58:6-10
In what way would you like to get more involved in defending the oppressed, the poor, and the hungry?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What to you learn about heaven from each of the scriptures below?

REV 21:2

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 COR 5:1

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HEB 12:22

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REV 22:5

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REV 21:4

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Heaven is going to be flat out awesome and,

The Bible says that….

· Some of us will reign with Christ (Revelation 20:6)

· Faithful servants will be put “in charge of many things” (Matthew 25:21,23)
· Christ will grant some followers leadership over cities, in proportion to their service on earth (Luke 19:12-19)

· We’ll even command angels (1 Corinthians 6:3)

To whom will the reward of heaven be given?
EPH 6:7-8, ROM 2:6-10

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LUKE 6:22-23

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LUKE 14:13-14

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LUKE 6:35

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe in 80 words or more, what you think heaven is going to be like.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What will help you to make heaven a continual focus in your life?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ask someone to keep you accountable to this plan.
Who did you ask?

________________________________________________________________________

MALACHI 3:16

Everything we do seems to be chronicled.
What will be chronicled about what you have given away over the last year:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does what you have given away compare to what you have kept?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

